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BY WES WADE
wes.wade@thedailytimes.com

A Maryville teen missing in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park for 11 days found 
his way out of the remote backcountry of 
the Park on Tuesday, leading to a long-
awaited reunion with family and friends.

Austin Bohanan, 18, found his way out 
of the Smokies near Tabcat Creek around 
2:30 p.m. Tuesday — 11 days after he went 
missing.

After emerging from the woods, Bohan-
an was transported by American Medical 
Response ambulance to Blount Memorial 
Hospital, where officials said he was in 
stable condition.

‘It’s just a miracle’

Missing Maryville teen walks out of Smokies

TOM SHERLIN | THE DAILY TIMES

BROOKE BOHANAN HUGS GREAT Smoky Mountains National Park Ranger Les Kwiatkowski after learning her stepson, Austin Bohanan, walked 
out of the Park Tuesday, 11 days after going missing.

Attracts boat’s 
attention after 
11 days in the 
back country

Tuesday evening BMH reported 
Bohanan had been discharged and 
that family had requested information 
about his condition not be released.

Authorities previously reported the 
teen was last seen around 6 p.m. Aug. 
11 while on a day hike with his step-
father. His disappearance was in the 
southwest corner of the Park near 
Chilhowee Lake and Calderwood 
Highway.

Bohanan’s disappearance was not 
reported to Park officials until 8 p.m. 
Aug. 13. While Park officials have not 
yet explained the lapse, they did say 

‘It’s just a 
miracle.’ 

Bill Dixon 
Austin Bohanan’s 

uncle on the 
18-year-old’s 
safe return
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The owners of a local comic book store 
got the final approval they need Mon-
day to have a superhero mural painted 
on their retaining wall across from the 
Blount County Courthouse.

After much discussion, the Maryville 
Regional Planning Commission voted 
5-2 Monday to validate the Maryville 
Downtown Design Review Board’s 5-2 
decision last week to allow David and 
Stephanie Laney to have the mural paint-
ed in front of The Golden Age, 1942 at 
316 Court St. The retaining wall is on 
their private property.

The mural as approved shows 16 World 
War II-era superheroes running toward 
the viewer with Superman carrying an 
American flag at the apex, where the 
wall turns the corner from Court Street 
onto High Street. The characters will be 
painted by Florida mural artist Wesley 
Stout on a pale blue wall with mountains 
in the background.

This is a completely different design 
from what the Laneys first presented to 
the DDRB in May. They heeded feedback 
from board members, eliminating urban 

Superhero 
mural clears 
� nal hurdle

BY ALAN FRAM
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The Senate health 
committee will hold two hearings early 
next month on how the nation’s indi-
vidual health insurance marketplac-
es can be stabilized, as party leaders 
grasp for a fresh path following the col-
lapse of the Republican effort to repeal 
and replace much of former President 
Barack Obama’s health care law.

GOP and Democratic leaders are 
exploring whether they can craft a bipar-
tisan but limited bill aimed at curbing 
rising premiums for people who buy 
their own insurance. In many markets, 
consumers are seeing steeply rising 
premiums and fewer insurers willing 
to sell policies.

Senate panel plans 
two stabilization 
hearings for health 
insurance programs

ALEX BRANDON | THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, and Pen-
sions Committee Chairman Sen. Lamar Alex-
ander, R-Tenn., and the committee’s ranking 
member Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., are seen 
Jan. 31 on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
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